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 [Overview and purpose of the course]
This course introduces students to a range of classic problems in Anglophone philosophy through close 
discussion of vivid and challenging questions. We will ask, among other things, why we should be good, 
what it means to be free and responsible, whether it is coherent to resent one’s own existence, and what 
obligations we may have to future generations. Rather than aiming to survey philosophical theories, the 
course focuses on learning how philosophers approach such questions and how different answers can be 
argued for and challenged.

Classes will combine short lectures and handouts with guided group work, discussion, and student 
presentations. A shared document will be used to record ideas, arguments, and points of disagreement as they 
emerge over the semester. Students will be encouraged to take an active role in shaping the direction of 
discussion and in developing their own philosophical positions.

By working through these problems, students will develop key skills in critical thinking. In particular, they 
will learn how to identify and evaluate arguments, how to articulate a clear thesis, and how to defend a view 
in response to objections.

 [Course objectives]
To introduce students to a range of classic philosophical problems and the different ways philosophers have 
approached them.

To develop students’ ability to participate constructively in philosophical discussion and to articulate their 
ideas clearly and confidently.

To strengthen students’ skills in analysing and evaluating arguments, including identifying assumptions and 
responding to objections.

To improve students’ abilities to interpret philosophical texts and to communicate their views effectively in 
spoken and written form.
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 [Course schedule and contents)]
Weeks 1-2 Thought Experiments and Moral Intuition
Trolley problems and related cases
The role of intuitions, cases, and counterexamples in philosophy

Weeks 3-4 The Ring of Gyges
The Ring of Gyges and the question: why should we be good?
Moral skepticism and its challenges

Weeks 5-6 Free Will and Determinism
Is it possible to be responsible for something one was powerless to stop?
Free will, responsibility, and addiction

Weeks 7-8 Freedom, Constraint, and Self-Relation
Positive and negative liberty
Freedom, authenticity, and the given conditions of agency

Weeks 9-10 Luck, Responsibility, and Moral Remainder
Moral luck and responsibility
Regret, blame, and that which escapes our control

Weeks 11-12 Attitudes Toward One’s Existence
Is it coherent to resent one’s existence?
Death, non-existence, and the meaning of life

Weeks 13-14 Duties to Future Generations
Do we have obligations to future generations?
The repugnant conclusion

Week 15 Feedback Class

 [Course requirements]
Students will be expected to read one text in English in preparation for each class, to be provided by the 
instructor. The text will be 1-2 pages long.

 [Evaluation methods and policy]
Each week students will write a short reflection. These will be worth in total 60% of the final grade. The last 
40% will be awarded based on a quiz set at the end of the semester.

 [Textbooks]
Not used

 [Study outside of class (preparation and review)]
Students will be expected to read approximately 1-2 pages of philosophy in English every week.

 [Other information (office hours, etc.)]
For any inquiries, students can contact me by email, and we can arrange in-person or Zoom office hours on 
request.
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 [Essential courses]


